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SUBJECT: COMMISSION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 

1. PURPOSE:  This document provides an overview of the capabilities of the Washington 

Commission for National and Community Service to support disaster response operations in 

Washington State. 

 

2. AGENCY NAME:  Washington Commission for National and Community Service 

 

3.  AGENCY MISSION STATEMENT:  We seek to expand the ethic of service throughout 

Washington State by inviting citizens of all ages and backgrounds to contribute their time 

and talents to strengthen and promote service and volunteerism as strategies for building 

healthy communities. 

 

4.  ORGANIZATION:  The Washington Commission for National and Community Service 

(referred to as WCNCS, Serve Washington or the Commission) was established in February 

1994 by Executive Order 94-03 to administer federal funds from the Corporation for 

National and Community Service (CNCS).  The goal is to improve lives, strengthen 

communities, and foster civic participation through service and volunteering.  Federal 

authorizing legislation requires the Governor to establish a State Service Commission to be 

eligible to receive federal funding.  The WCNCS is comprised of twenty Governor-appointed 

commissioners who serve for three-year terms of service.  

 

Federal funding from CNCS supports AmeriCorps national service programs which address 

community needs in six areas identified by the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, 

including emergency response and disaster services. 

 

In 2003, Governor Locke asked the Commission to also serve as the Washington State 

Citizen Corps Council.  The mission of Citizen Corps is to harness the power of every citizen 

through education, training, and volunteer service to make individuals, families, 

neighborhoods and communities safer, stronger, and better prepared to respond to the threats 

of terrorism, crime, public health issues, and disasters of all kinds.  The Citizen Corps/CERT 

Program Coordinator is funded through FEMA grants.  Individual CERT programs may be 

funded through their sponsoring organization: city, county or local jurisdiction.        

 

 

 

5. CAPABILITIES:  The Washington Commission for National and Community Service can: 

 

 Serve as a connector with national service programs to deploy AmeriCorps members  

to impacted areas to provide disaster service functions 

 Serve as a connector with Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Points of 

Contact (POC) for deployment of CERT members to impacted areas to provide 

disaster service functions 

 Coordinate CERT training for state agency employees 

 



6. LIMITATIONS:  There is no statewide database of trained CERT members.  Therefore, the 

WCNCS Citizen Corps/CERT Program Coordinator is limited to communication with CERT 

POCs who must in turn communicate with their CERT members.  The financial burden to 

AmeriCorps programs or CERT may limit their ability to respond outside of their local 

jurisdiction.    

 

7. CONSTRAINTS:   WCNCS does not have the authority to require the deployment of 

AmeriCorps members or CERT members.   

 

8. ASSIGNED EMERGENCY SUPPORT FUNCTIONS (ESF) 
 

a. Lead:  Not applicable 

 

b. Supporting: ESF6 – Mass Care, Emergency Assistance, Housing & Human Services 

ESF7 – Logistics Management and Resource Support 

 

 

 

 


